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Dear Catholic High School Communities, 

Catholic schools educate in partnership with parents and guardians, and we share with them a 
genuine love for each and every student in our care. Grounded in our deeply held beliefs, the 
policies and practices in the pages that follow are common to all Diocesan-owned high schools, and 
were created  in collaboration with the Cleveland Clinic. 

As long as COVID-19 is present in the broader community without a vaccine, there is risk of 
transmission. Our philosophy is to treat everyone as if he or she might have the virus and is capable 
of passing it to others. Therefore, strategies for protection and detection will be in wide use 
throughout our schools. While some operations will be different than in the past, we believe these 
necessary precautions are compatible with successful school operation.  When in doubt, schools 
will err on the side of caution for the safety and common good of our communities. 

Our response to this pandemic will continue to demand some flexibility on the part of schools and 
parents. So much is beyond our control, and despite their best planning and precautions, schools 
may need to alter their plans as a result of a localized outbreak or for health orders related to an 
overall increase in the virus in the county or state. The schools will make every effort to provide as 
much advance notice for families as possible if changes are necessary, though safety will always 
remain our top priority. Should  a school should need to cancel for the day or become remote on 
short notice, the emergency alert system each school has established  will be utilized. Parents and 
students should sign up for any  alert services and monitor their usual methods for information and 
not assume that it will be reported by news outlets the way snow days are in winter. 

The pages that follow describe specific practices and scenarios common to all five schools. Each 
institution has communicated plans specific to learning, both in-person and remote, as well as 
policies related to their individual campuses, which are not included here. Parents, guardians, and 
students with specific questions about their school settings and operations should direct them to 
the leadership of each school. 

Thank you for your partnership and your trust in our Catholic high schools.

Sincerely, 

Frank W. O’Linn, Ed.D. Amy Butler
Superintendent of Schools Associate Superintendent for Secondary Schools
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Introduction 
The Catholic Diocese of Cleveland is home to twenty Catholic high schools, and five of them are directly 
owned and operated by the Diocese of Cleveland. These are Cleveland Central Catholic, Elyria Catholic, 

Holy Name, Lake Catholic, and Villa Angela-St. Joseph High Schools. The following information is intended 
specifically for these school communities. 



The five Catholic high school owned and operated by the Diocese of Cleveland span multiple counties and 
vary widely in characteristics regarding the physical space for distancing, numbers of students served, the 
number of families experiencing poverty, illness, or other conditions related to vulnerability, and available 
technology and connectivity at schools and homes. However, there are a number of beliefs that unite us.
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What We Believe

We believe that Catholic schools exist to prepare young people with the knowledge and skills necessary for 
success in life and the values and virtues necessary for life everlasting. 

Catholic schools of the Diocese of Cleveland believe that every person is a gift from God, and that all 
of our students, their families, our educators and school communities are sacred gifts deserving of 
our utmost care during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

● We believe that parents and guardians are the primary educators of their children, and that Catholic 
schools educate in partnership with parents and guardians.

● We believe that we, inspired by the Gospel of the Beatitudes, are called to put the needs of the poor 
and vulnerable first.

● We believe the partnership between school and family is paramount, and we intend to provide parents 
and guardians with options for education. We operate schools of choice, as no students are compelled 
to attend Catholic schools, and we commit to meeting the needs of learners and families. 

● We believe that education in person provides unmatched benefits, and, where conditions allow, we 
intend to provide the option of regular, in-person instruction for those who choose it.

● We understand that remote learning might be the best choice for students and their families, and we 
remain committed to providing the highest quality remote learning experience possible that also 
maintains the bonds of community. 

● Because we believe that our communities cannot flourish in an environment where the virus 
flourishes, our schools will meet or exceed health and safety guidelines issued by the national, state, 
and local health officials for the protection of students, educators, their families, and the community.

● We acknowledge that conditions beyond our control, including the communal spread of COVID-19 or 
applicable public health orders may alter our plan for schooling; we will remain nimble and promote 
clear communication between schools and families. 



Priorities for 
Protection and 

Detection
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Detection means the methods employed by schools, together with parents, to assess the 
health of students and adults in order to temporarily separate as necessary those with 
symptoms, confirmed exposures, or positive tests. Protection should be understood to be 
a collection of efforts, all designed to reduce risk. No single strategy ensures protection. 
Rather, it is a combination of efforts, persistently applied, that will strengthen our efforts 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

A number of strategies for detection and protection are being utilized in all diocesan high 
schools. These include the use of face coverings, social distancing, symptom checks, hand 
and personal hygiene, and surface cleaning and disinfection. 



All students, faculty and staff will wear face coverings while they 
are indoors and while they are outdoors but unable to maintain at 
least 6 feet of distance. Ohio’s K-12 facial covering order requires 
facial coverings that cover the nose, mouth, and chin. Cloth masks 
or some more substantial face covering, such as surgical masks or 
filtering facepiece respirators (ffrs), are required. 

The Ohio Department of Health clarified,“It is understood that in 
some limited educational circumstances (such as the need for lip 
reading) a face shield may be used in lieu of a mask, and it should 
be worn against the forehead with no gap, wrap around the sides 
of the face, and extend below the chin.” Otherwise, face shields 
are not considered alternatives for cloth face coverings.
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Face Coverings

Each school will set local policies regarding the supply of masks 
and types of masks permissible. Masks should be clean and free 
of any logos, images or messages that, in the opinion of the 
school, run counter to the school’s mission or are distracting to the 
educational environment. 

Can I ever take off my mask?

Masks are required at all times while indoors. Limited exceptions 
include eating and drinking, while seated and appropriately 
distanced. 

Ohio’s K-12 facial covering order does permit “mask breaks” 
where greater than 6 feet of distance between people is possible. 
Each school may present opportunities for students to take brief 
breaks outdoors as schedules and conditions permit or indoors 
under well-ventilated conditions.
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https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/DO-K-12-facial-coverings.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/faqs/COVID-19-FAQs-Face-Shields.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/DO-K-12-facial-coverings.pdf


Each high school is taking steps to avoid crowds and minimize close contact, which the CDC 
defines as being under 6 feet of distance for 15 minutes or more. 

1. Classroom desk spacing will strive to maintain the  minimum of three feet, as recommended 
by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), while striving for six feet or greater where 
possible. It is understood that greater distancing is preferred wherever practical. 

2. Hallway traffic will be planned and where possible directed by use of signage, floor markings 
and other means to limit congregating and minimize contact. 

3. Schools will maximize all of a campus’ indoor and outdoor spaces (where weather and safety 
permit) to enable as much distancing as possible within the limitations of the facility.

Additionally:

● Assemblies: Indoor whole-school or large-group assemblies will be eliminated until further 
notice. School Masses will be held only in conditions where capacity and distancing can meet 
the current guidance of the Diocese of Cleveland for worship. Small Masses may need to 
take place by class or grade level, and/or with the use of distance technology.Outside of 
Mass, prayer and worship will continue to be essential components of the school experience.

● Field Trips: In general, traditional field trips will not take place. For rare instances when 
students might leave campus for school-related purposes, experiences will be carefully 
selected and narrowly tailored for minimal exposure. Where possible, students will replace 
traditional off-site experiences by participating via virtual means. 

● Lockers: The use of lockers will be limited or adjusted to control for congregation of students. 
Strategies will vary by each school campus. 

● Cafeteria: The operations of cafeteria will likewise vary according to each campus according 
to space. Self-serve food and drink that is not individually packaged will be prohibited.  Only 
individually plated or pre-packaged meals will be served. Students will be seated at distances 
in order to eat without masks on. The use of expanded seating locations for eating, including 
the use of outdoor space where possible, is being employed at every campus. 

● Athletics and Physical Education: Athletic facility policies and practices will vary by 
campus. See each school’s plan regarding Physical Education. Plans for OHSAA sports 
continue to evolve. 
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Social Distancing

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/


● Hand sanitizer 60-95% alcohol will be available throughout each campus. 
● Opportunities for hand washing with soap and water will be encouraged. 
● Drinking fountains will not be available for traditional spout-to-mouth use. Personal water 

bottles will be permitted and may be filled at filling stations or designated fountains. 
● The schools will have a limited supply of disinfectant wipes and/or paper towels with 

disinfectant spray available for student use if necessary to disinfect personal items. Students 
are permitted and encouraged to bring their own wipes as well. 

● Gloves are not recommended for general use, but the CDC recommends them for use when 
cleaning or caring for someone who is sick. The school will have disposable gloves available 
for these specific purposes if necessary.  
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Hand Hygiene and Personal Hygiene

The staff of each campus will clean high-touch surfaces, bathrooms, and common spaces 
throughout the day.  The entire facility, including all classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned 
daily. Some areas may be limited for use during after-school hours due to enhanced cleaning 
requirements.  

Surface Cleaning and Disinfecting

Image: clevelandclinic.org/covid19foreducators 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/gloves.html


● Parents are expected to monitor symptoms prior to students departure for school in the 
morning and keep students home when sick. 

● Schools can also check temperatures on site. Procedures will vary by school with some 
checking upon entry and others later in the day or when evaluating possible illness. Students 
may expect their temperature to be checked one or more times per day using non-invasive 
means. Students with temperatures greater than 100.4°F will be rescreened to confirm 
temperature. Upon confirmation, students will be directed to the school nurse for evaluation 
and possibly isolation.   

● Faculty and staff are expected to be vigilant in monitoring symptoms.  When visible symptoms 
such as coughing or shortness of breath are observed in students at school, they will be 
referred to the school nurse for evaluation. 
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Symptom Checks

Image: clevelandclinic.org/covid19foreducators 
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Image: clevelandclinic.org/covid19foreducators 



When COVID-19 Is 
Detected

11

"Heal the sick!" The Church has received this charge from the Lord and strives to carry it out by 

taking care of the sick as well as by accompanying them with her prayer of intercession. She 

believes in the life-giving presence of Christ, the physician of souls and bodies.

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1509



It is essential that parents tell the school if children are ill, experiencing symptoms, or have tested 
positive. Likewise, the school, while keeping the confidentiality of individuals, will notify families if 
positive tests of COVID-19 are found to be present in students, faculty, or staff attending school in 
person. 
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Communication Between Home and School

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Isolation and quarantine help 
protect the public by preventing exposure to people who have or may have a contagious disease.

● Isolation separates sick people with a contagious disease from people who are not sick.
● Quarantine separates and restricts the movement of people who were exposed to a 

contagious disease to see if they become sick.

At school, if a student exhibits symptoms, such as registering a valid temperature above 100.4°F, he 
or she will be sent to the school nurse for evaluation and, if found to be symptomatic, will be 
separated until he or she can be transported home. Each school has dedicated space(s) to separate 
symptomatic students from other children at the direction of the school nurse. Parents will be 
required to pick the student up from school as soon as possible. The student will not be permitted to 
board a school bus to travel home. 

Quarantine and Isolation

According to the CDC, close contact is defined as:
● You were within 6 feet of someone who has COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or more
● You provided care at home to someone who is sick with COVID-19
● You had direct physical contact with the person (hugged or kissed them)
● You shared eating or drinking utensils
● They sneezed, coughed, or somehow got respiratory droplets on you

If you have had close contact (as defined above) to someone who has a confirmed case of 
COVID-19:

● Stay home, do not go to the school building.
● Contact the school to notify them of close COVID contact.
● Quarantine for 14 days after your last contact with a person who has COVID-19.
● Continue to monitor your symptoms.

Close Contact

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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When a positive case of COVID-19 becomes known to the local health department, the process of 
contact tracing will begin.  Contact tracing typically takes place under the direction of the local board 
of health, though the school and its staff will be ready to assist with the process as necessary. 

Students and staff members determined to be in close contact with the COVID-19-positive individual 
in or out of school will be required to quarantine for 14 days since the last contact. During 
quarantine, students will be expected to continue learning remotely. 

Contact Tracing

If a student is contacted by a health department as part of contact tracing and is 
determined to have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for COVID-19, 
please notify the school of the status. See scenarios below for further details. 

Image: clevelandclinic.org/covid19foreducators 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/contact-tracing.html
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Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/Contact-Tracing-Infographic-FINAL.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/Contact-Tracing-Infographic-FINAL.pdf
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Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/Contact-Tracing-Infographic-FINAL.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/Contact-Tracing-Infographic-FINAL.pdf


Scenarios and 
Frequently Asked 

Questions
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What do I do if the local health board notifies me that I am required to quarantine?
● Notify the school of your need to quarantine. 
● Stay home for 14 days after your last contact with a person who has COVID-19
● Watch for fever (100.4◦F), cough, shortness of breath, or other symptoms of COVID-19
● If possible, stay away from others, especially people who are at higher risk for getting very 

sick from COVID-19

If I am feeling better, can I come back before the end of 14 days of quarantine?
Generally, no. If you are required to quarantine by the board of health, or because of other 
suspected exposure, you will not be permitted to return to school for at least 14 days. The only 
exception would be if you receive medical clearance from a physician specifically permitting you to 
return to school. A medical professional would need to provide dated documentation of this 
permission. 

If I am required to quarantine, how can I re-enter school? 
If it has been 14 days since your exposure or since symptoms first appeared and you have gone at 
least the last 24 hours with no fever without fever-reducing medication, and other symptoms as 
listed above have improved, you may return to school. 

What if I register a high temperature in the morning before leaving for school?
Based on CDC guidelines, if an individual has a temperature of 100.4°F or higher, he or she should 
not come to the school. Contact the school to notify them of the situation and take steps to continue 
learning remotely if you are able.  Following the registering of a high temperature, individuals must 
show a temperature under 100.4°F without fever-reducing medications for at least 24 hours before 
being safe to return to school. 

The CDC states: “It is essential for schools to reinforce to students, parents or caregivers, and staff 
the importance of students staying home when sick until at least 24 hours after they no longer have 
a fever (temperature of 100.4 or higher) or signs of a fever (chills, feeling very warm, flushed 
appearance, or sweating) without the use of fever-reducing medicine (e.g., Tylenol).” 

What if I am not feeling well during the school day? All individuals who do
not feel well during the school day, or who have been identified by school staff to be
exhibiting symptoms consistent with COVID, should proceed to the nurse’s office for
follow-up and additional screening. After additional screening and temperature tests, students or 
staff may be asked to go home and monitor symptoms. While awaiting transport home, students will 
be separated from interaction with others. 

Scenarios and FAQ

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/symptom-screening.html#:~:text=Temperature%20100.4%20degrees%20Fahrenheit%20or%20higher%20when%20taken%20by%20mouth
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Can I get tested for COVID-19 if I am not feeling well? The school does not provide virus 
testing. A complete list of COVID-19 testing sites is maintained by the Ohio Department of 
Health at https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/testing-ch-centers/. The PCR test is 
the gold standard for the detection of COVID-19 in patients.  For employees, Diocesan 
insurance covers the full cost of COVID-19 testing where a test is medically indicated.

What if I have tested positive for COVID-19?
● Stay home, do not go to the school building.
● Contact the school to notify them of your positive test and the date. Your personal 

status will not be shared with the school community.
● Quarantine for 14 days after you last had symptoms.

Confidentiality will be maintained on who tested positive, but the school community will be 
made aware of positive tests, and those potentially in close contact will be notified as part of 
contact tracing, led by the department of health. 

What if a member of my household tests positive for COVID-19? 
At minimum, it is expected that you should avoid close contact with this person and 
quarantine for at least 14 days from the date of your last close contact. The local department 
of health, which handles contact tracing, may advise you to be tested for COVID-19. 

What if a member of my household has been in close contact with someone who has 
COVID-19 and is required to quarantine? 
Contact tracing is directed by the local health departments. Unless you yourself have had 
close contact with someone known to have COVID-19, you may not be required to 
quarantine. However, you should be aware of the possibility of exposure and consider 
carefully your risk and the potential to expose others.  You or your family could voluntarily 
quarantine in such a scenario even if not directed to do so by the health department. 

If someone with whom I have been in close contact is required to quarantine, will I 
have to quarantine as well? 
Only close contacts with COVID-19 cases are required to quarantine. Those in contact with 
close contacts (i.e. second-level contacts) will not be required to quarantine. If you have 
potentially been in close contact with a COVID-19 case, you will be notified in the process of 
contact tracing. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/testing-ch-centers/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/testing.html
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What if I have traveled to restricted states/locations that are currently on the Ohio 
state advisory?
Anyone entering Ohio after travel in states listed on Ohio’s COVID-19 Travel Advisory are 
advised to self-quarantine for 14 days. The list of states is updated weekly and includes 
those with 15% or greater positivity rates in testing. More information on advisory is 
available on Ohio’s  COVID-19 Travel Advisory webpage. Any students or parents who 
travel will be expected to follow the quarantine guidelines, as will faculty or staff. Those 
intending to attend school in person should plan accordingly. 

If a teacher develops COVID-19, will his or her entire class have to quarantine? 
Who will be required to quarantine will depend on a number of factors in the contact 
tracing process, which is led by the local health board. For the purpose of contact tracing, 
close contact as defined as being at a distance of under 6 feet for a duration of 15 minutes 
or more. Factors such as plexiglass barriers, filtering facepiece masks or other protections 
may be considered in the contact tracing process by the board of health. Students who 
wish to err on the side of caution and self-quarantine even if not directed to by the board 
of health will be permitted to do so and participate via remote learning. 
  
If I chose to attend school in person, can I change my mind and switch to remote 
learning? 
Each school’s policy is specific to the school, but in general flexibility is expected for 
students who have chosen to attend in-person but then are required to participate in 
remote learning due to the need to quarantine or isolate. Moving in the other direction, 
from remote to in-person, requires more consideration regarding a student’s exposure at 
home or in their time away from school. In both cases, parents should discuss with school 
leaders, which have specific policies and expectations.  

Will the school tell me about positive tests?
The school will keep confidential the identities of any students or staff who test positive for 
COVID-19, but families will be notified of the presence of positive tests. 

Beyond information from the school, where can I get information about COVID-19 in 
the community? 
Specific information about each county is reported on the Ohio Public Health Advisory 
System, which assigns each county a color based on 7 indicators.
Key metrics and current trends for the entire state are available on the Ohio Department of 
Health COVID-19 Dashboard.

Each county board of health as well as the state board of health has the authority to make 
specific orders such as when to stay at home or when to wear masks. The diocese of 
Cleveland adheres to all orders and considers all recommendations.  A list of statewide 
public health orders is available here. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/families-and-individuals/COVID-19-Travel-Advisory/
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/families-and-individuals/COVID-19-Travel-Advisory/
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system/
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system/
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/key-metrics/testing
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/dashboards/current-trends
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system/
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/families-and-individuals/Public-Health-Orders/
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