
Dear Supporters of Catholic Education: 
 
At a time when children and families are at their most vulnerable, a group opposed to 
school choice is calling for public districts’ money and resources to prepare what it calls 
“a two-pronged attack” on Ohio’s state scholarship programs, featuring a public 
relations campaign against school choice, with misleading and inaccurate statements, 
and a planned legal challenge to follow.  
 
 
CALL TO ACTION: 
 
Please consider writing an op ed, speaking out, and letting your voice be heard.  
 
Send a letter to the Editor: 

● For Cleveland.com, The Plain Dealer or Sun News complete the form at: 
https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2014/08/submit_a_letter_to_the_plain_d.html 

● Akron Beacon Journal: Send directly to: vop@thebeaconjournal.com  
● Elyria Chronicle-Telegram: Send directly to: letters@chroniclet.com 
● Lorain Morning Journal: Send directly to: letters@morningjournal.com 

 
Speak out via social media on your Facebook, Twitter, or other platforms. See below for a 
summary and further details and talking points. Use the hashtag #SchoolChoice and tag your 
related organizations such as school, parent groups, and Diocese of Cleveland Catholic 
Schools, @doccathschools, or the Diocese of Cleveland at @DIOCESEofCLE. 
 
Sincerely,  
Frank W. O’Linn, Ed.D. 
Secretary of Education and Superintendent of Schools  
Catholic Diocese of Cleveland 
 
 
 
Summary of Recent Developments 
 
A group called The Ohio Coalition for Equity & Adequacy of School Funding is preparing what it 
calls “a two-pronged attack” on Ohio’s state scholarship programs featuring a PR campaign 
against school choice in Ohio, with misleading and inaccurate statements, and a planned legal 
challenge to follow. At a time when children and families are at their most vulnerable, the group 
is calling for public districts’ money and resources to oppose parental school choice.  
 
A copy of the invitation to supporters was recently published here: 
https://highlandcountypress.com/Content/Opinions/Opinion/Article/Ohio-school-district-boards-of
-education-invited-to-participate-in-a-legal-challenge/4/22/57273 
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The call lays bare the priorities of the group, which place the system as more important than the 
good of Ohio’s students.  
 
It describes vouchers as a “drain on public school funding” despite the scholarship programs 
providing funds directly to families in order to enable them to choose more efficient education in 
private schools of their choosing.  
 
The statement claims that “EdChoice income-based vouchers, with direct support from the 
state, costs districts $64 million because of lost students in the formula ADM.” These are 
scholarships paid entirely from a state line item, with no transfers from any district funds, and 
the students are no longer in the ADM because they are no longer educated by the district, 
despite their families still residing in and paying state and local taxes there.  The economic 
benefit to districts is more advantageous than the more typical way that their enrollments 
decline, with families moving to residences out of the district.  
 
The article cites a figure of $333.6 million this year, though it neglects the context for that 
number in light of the state’s $23.5 billion in spending on traditional public schools. The more 
than 55,000 students who received any type of vouchers last year represent 3.7% of all of 
Ohio’s students who receive any funding from the state, yet the total is just 1.5% of all K-12 
school funding for Ohio. By any measure, state scholarships are more efficient than district or 
charter schools.  
 
EdChoice, EdCHoice Expansion, and the Cleveland Scholarship are capped at $4650 for 
elementary and $6000 for secondary, and therefore none of them fully covers the cost to 
educate a pupil. Nonpublic schools make up the difference through philanthropy, scholarship 
endowments, and tuition where possible and permissible to provide high-quality education at 
significant savings to taxpayers.  
 
In total, 52,944 students in Ohio’s Catholic schools have been awarded state scholarships for 
the current school year to fund tuition through the EdChoice Scholarship, EdChoice Expansion, 
or the Cleveland Scholarship, at a cost of approximately $160 million. Because nonpublic 
schools supplement the scholarships in order to provide education, the educational value that 
those students receive is in excess of $280 million. According to the state’s own calculations, 
that same education would cost taxpayers over $514 million at the ODE’s published cost of 
$9,724 per pupil. And these are just the students to whose families the state gives direct support 
to choose private schools.  
 
Ohio’s Catholic schools also educate more than 74,000 Ohio students in grades K-12 who 
receive no support from the state. This gift of Catholic education is a savings to taxpayers who 
would require another $719 million to educate these students were they to be in public schools.  
 



The group’s value of public systems over student good is evident in its silence on the much 
bigger “drain” of interdistrict open enrollment, in which four in every five Ohio school districts 
chooses to participate. This growing form of public school choice has resulted in more than 
80,000 students attending public schools outside of their districts, with the full costs to educate 
being transferred between districts. The number of students choosing open enrollment is 30% 
greater than all of Ohio’s voucher programs combined, though this organization, which takes as 
its premise that students belong to districts, only considers vouchers for nonpublic schools the 
existential threat.  
 
Related Op Eds conflating the scholarships with recent budget cuts are appearing with 
coordinated frequency as an example of the PR campaign at work.  
 

● Equating the vouchers with cutbacks due to COVID-19 ignores not only the efficiency of 
the scholarships but also the fact, well know to Catholic schools, that all education line 
items were subject to the same 3.7% cut, public and private alike, including the Auxiliary 
funds and ACR that serve nonpublic students.  
 

● The underlying public funding formula is inequitable, including the caps to rapidly 
growing districts and guarantees to declining districts. The state’s method for reducing 
districts during budget cuts was likewise unequal, with different per-pupil cuts to different 
districts.  The scholarship programs, by comparison, are the same amount across the 
board.  

 
It is unfortunate that this group is gathering the attention and resources of public school districts 
at a time when children and families are at their most vulnerable, and all education sectors 
should continue to work together for the good of Ohio’s families.  
 
 
 
Additional Talking Points 
 
Ohio’s School Choice programs provide a tremendous value to Ohio’s citizens and 
families. The legislative action of February and April have reduced the availability of 
EdChoice, denying eligible families the opportunity for a scholarship to attend nonpublic 
schools.  The action during COVID-19 emergency sessions to resort to the 2019 
EdChoice list and enter safe harbor is a stalemate that both public and nonpublic 
schools will wish to see addressed.  
  
We believe that a just and viable solution should include the following:  
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● Meaningful educational choice for families.  Parents are the primary 
educators of their children. They have the right to choose the education that best 
meets their children’s needs. Ohio’s scholarship programs make this choice real;  

● Significant Increase in the eligibility threshold for EdChoice Expansion. The 
current decrease in EdChoice should be offset by increases to the EdChoice 
Expansion Program to raise the eligibility threshold significantly to 300% or 400% 
of the federal poverty level or higher;  

● Sufficient and stable funding. A funding mechanism that supports the 
availability of scholarships for the good of current and future recipients.  

 
 

Ohio School Choice Facts: 
 

● The official documents and teachings of the global Catholic Church have long 
affirmed the value of Catholic education and parents’ rights to choose schools, 
including with assistance of the state. 

● Ohio’s scholarship (voucher) programs are about social justice. Individuals and 
families of means have always exercised school choice by choosing to live in 
districts with public schools of their liking (choice by residential selection). Vouchers 
expand that choice to others. 

● School choice is an improvement strategy. Research in Ohio and nationwide has 
found choice policies associated with improved traditional public school 
performance as well as parental satisfaction for those who choose. 

● School choice providers are accountable to results. All scholarship students take 
state-mandated tests, with results published online by school and grade level. When 
dissatisfied customers exit, they take all of their funding, which is the ultimate 
accountability. 

● EdChoice is cost effective. Last year the state reported average spending of $9,724 
per pupil in traditional public schools, while EdChoice scholarship awards averaged 
$4,892. 

● Ohio’s 3 choice scholarships (Cleveland, EdCHoice, and EdCHoice Expansion) 
educate well more than 3% of students funded by Ohio taxpayers, but represent 
about 1.5% of the more than $23 billion the state spends on education annually.  

● Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Cleveland, which are supported mainly on tuition 
and philanthropy, provide more than $300 million in value by educating tens of 
thousands outside of Ohio’s funding formula. Scholarships enable more to 
participate, saving costs for taxpayers. 

● Choice programs do not violate any constitutional separation of Church and state. 
The right of parents and guardians to use scholarships (vouchers) to choose the 
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best environment for children regardless of school type was affirmed by the U.S. 
Supreme Court affirmed in Zelman v. Simmons-Harris (2002). 

● Ohio’s school funding formula was found to be unconstitutional because of its 
reliance on property taxes, not its choice programs, which are efficient. Major 
changes to choice programs without addressing the formula ignore the root causes 
of problems. 
 

 
 
How to Advocate: 
 
Write Letters to the Editor or submit Op Eds to local publications 
 
Please consider writing an op ed, speaking out, and  

● For Cleveland.com, The Plain Dealer or Sun News complete the form at: 
https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2014/08/submit_a_letter_to_the_plain_d.html 

● Akron Beacon Journal: Send directly to: vop@thebeaconjournal.com  
● Elyria Chronicle-Telegram: Send directly to: letters@chroniclet.com 
● Lorain Morning Journal: Send directly to: letters@morningjournal.com 

 
 
Social Media 
 
Speak out via social media on your Facebook, Twitter, or other platforms. Use the hashtag 
#SchoolChoice and tag your related organizations such as school, parent groups, and Diocese 
of Cleveland Catholic Schools, @doccathschools,  or the Diocese of Cleveland at 
@DIOCESEofCLE 
 
Direct to Senators and Representatives 
 

1. Make the right connection. The best connection is the closest - if you have a senator’s 
cell number or personal email, that would be ideal. Otherwise, you may use the office 
contact listed on this page. By calling the office, you will not reach the legislator directly, 
so ask to speak with the aide who is working on EdChoice.  

2. Let them know who you are. State your vocation and relationship to the issue (e.g. a 
business leader concerned with education) as well as any experience or expertise that 
indicates your credibility. If you are a constituent in the senator’s district (listed here by 
parish/school), mention that as well.  

3. Deliver your message succinctly yet passionately.  
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