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VFW Post 3341 
Veteran’s Day 
Program 

Elyria Catholic High School 
welcomed John Lescher, a 1966 Elyria Catholic graduate and a Vietnam Veteran, 
on Friday, November 9, 2018 as part of our Veteran’s Day observance. John, 
Director of the History of Military from the VFW Post 3341 in Grafton, Ohio, along 
with five other Elyria Catholic grads presented a walking history of American 
conflicts near and abroad for the entire Elyria Catholic student body. Presenters 
dressed in authentic war-era uniforms and toted genuine gear. Authentic military 
uniforms from all wars, a telling of what war was like...food they ate...living 
conditions, environment, and more was done by Sue Lescher ‘66. Afterwards our 
students stood in line waiting to shake hands with the presenters.  Their presence 
made quite an impact on our students.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theater I — A Christmas Carol                      
Our Theater I students had the opportunity to see professional actors at work in 
the touring production of "A Christmas Carol."  In class, students were learning the 
principles and techniques of stage acting.  On this field trip, they witnessed the 
acting methods they have studied being put into practice by those who are making 
a career in acting for the stage.  Students applied what they learned in school to 
analyze the methods and techniques of the actors as they created their 
characters.   

The Maker Space was made possible by 

Ridge Tool, Bendix Commercial Vehicle 

Systems, a Rooted in Faith grant from the 

Catholic Community Foundation and the 

donors and attendees of the 2018 Elyria 

Catholic Forward Gala.    

Maker Space         

 

 

Elyria Catholic welcomed Fred Pond, 
Chairman of Emerson Professional 
Tools, Elyria on Monday, December 
10.  Honored as a 2018 Our Lady of 
Grace Benefactor at last year's Forward 
Gala, Fred Pond and Ridge Tool have 
and continue to be generous supporters 
of Elyria Catholic High School and its 
STEM programming.   
 
With Mr. Pond's guidance and the 
generosity of Ridge Tool and Emerson, 
Elyria Catholic had one of the first full-
campus Chromebook programs in the 
area. More recently, the school has 
repurposed facilities such as a 
broadcasting studio and renovated 
restrooms. Mr. Pond visited the newly 
opened Maker Space which will provide 
students with a hands-on opportunity for 
experiential learning.        

Engineering and marketing students are 
utilizing the equipment to create and 
build items in their classes.  Marketing 
students are designing items for their 
proposed marketing plans. 

Elyria Catholic thanks Mr. Pond for 
visiting us and continuing to support our 
students and their endeavors. When 
asked, he graciously supports 
scholarship funding activities and 
welcomes students and faculty to the 
RIDGID campus for tours and training. 
Thank you for Moving Elyria Catholic 
Forward. 



 

 

 

 Artists at Work                                                                      
It is always a pleasure taking a walk into room 209, with the buzz of creativity 

and color filling the room.  Students of every skill level find that hidden talent 

and let it take over as they work to develop their idea.  Bringing so many 

pieces of art to life, our students find peace in doing so.  Watching their 

excitement take flight is so inspiring. 

This semester Mrs. Hudak-Hilliard’s students learned to create masterpieces 

with paper mache.  As you  can see below, the sky was the limit when 

choosing an object to create. The challenge was set and they did not fail to 

impress.  Painting was also on the agenda.   Whether it was painting on wood 

or canvas, our students let the creative juices flow.  In paper molding students 

incorporated recycled books, and skillfully made flowers bloom out of the 

pages.  Whether it is applied arts, studio art, clay making, graphic design or 

printmaking our students are learning to tap into their talents and produce 

beauty which they share with others.  Their inspiration is gift 

to each other.  Keep it going! 

Pouring Medium onto panels and canvas     

in Applied Arts ....they had fun!!  

Voice of 

Democracy 

Winner      
Victoria Elbert '19 

won the Voice of 

Democracy District 

9 ---$1000 

scholarship.  Tori 

will be attending the 

banquet and 

convention in January. If she wins that she 

advances to Washington DC. She won first 

place at the Local VFW level Post 1079 and 

then advanced to our Lorain County District. 

What a laudable accomplishment!! 

Congratulations Victoria!!  You can read the 

award winning essay (unedited) by clicking 

HERE. 

https://elyriacatholic.com/documents/2018/12/VFW%20Voice%20of%20Democracy%20Essay-Victoria%20Elbert.pdf


Christmas on Campus 2018 

When it comes to our annual Christmas on Campus, everyone is excited to be a 
part of this community outreach. For over the last 15 years, our students have 
been organizing this Christmas wonderland of fun.  Under the direction of Mrs. 
Danielle Esposito, Science teacher, all grades had a hand in making it happen 
for the nearly 70 students from Oakwood and Franklin Elementary Schools in 
Elyria.  Their day was filled with spending time with their junior or senior buddy 
enjoying breakfast, making arts and crafts, watching a Christmas movie, cookie 
decorating and present unwrapping with Santa. Our EC Theater Club performed 
their Christmas show, Elfie, throughout the day for all the students. This EC 
tradition is one that our students look forward to each and every year.  There 

have been thousands of memories made throughout the years.by  

Godsquad                                                       
The Godsquad leant their time and talent by helping Cleveland 19 News with 
Share Your Holidays on December 4.  Even though the temps were below 
freezing they sang beautifully with a smile on their face.  Heather Macks, Sales 
Creative Service Producer, added “A special shout out to Elyria Catholic!  You 
sounded wonderful, you kept us all entertained and you rocked that holiday 
music!  Thanks for winging it with us and our crazy LIVE T.V. schedule.  You 
were true professionals!”  Thank you Godsquad for sharing your gifts with 
others this Christmas season. 

 

 
Key Club—   
Food Drive                   
The Key Club and entire student 
body were busy giving back to the 
community in November.       
Having organized a food drive 
during the month, each grade 
collected canned foods and 
donations for turkeys. The Key 
Club members organized the 
collection and distribution of these 
items.  The smiling group below 

packed up and delivered the 
donations to the St. Jude Food 
Pantry in Elyria. They are from left 
to right Lucy Kinser, Mrs. Angie 
Finicle, Key Club Moderator, Julia 
Gott, President, Devan Pluta, 
Jack Walsh, Riley Wade and 
Dominic Stevenson.  

 

Boys Basketball       
The Varsity and JV basketball 

players along with Head Coach 

Rob Palmer, parents and coaches 

spent time at the St. Mary's Lorain 

Food Choice Pantry before 

Thanksgiving. The students 

helped over 300 families receive a 

shopping cart of food and a turkey 

for Thanksgiving.  Jean Raab, the 

organizer of the event, asked 

Elyria Catholic to help once again. 

Our students always enjoy going 

to the food pantry, rolling up their 

sleeves and helping others.  



Advent                                
Peer Ministry and Panther Pride Productions worked 
together to provide a weekly Advent reflection each 
Monday during Advent.  The segments were filmed 
by the Panther Pride Production members who then 
edited for morning announcements. Great teamwork! 

Pizza with Bishop Perez        
As a part of the excitement during Giving Tuesday, 
Elyria Catholic won a pizza party with Bishop Nelson 
Perez.  The student senate officers took a road trip to 
the Diocese of Cleveland on November 27 and 
enjoyed lunch with the Bishop.  While there, one of 
our students, Aiden Woodyard '20, was asked to 
share what giving meant to him.  Please click on the 
link below:  
https://www.facebook.com/wegivecatholic/

videos/494578167717034/  

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation                          
Campus Ministry began 
offering the students the 
opportunity to go to 
confession during their 
lunchtime. Thank you to Fr. 
Andrew Hoover, St. Peter’s 
Church, North Ridgeville, 
for coming to celebrate the 
sacrament with us.  

 

Remember to save 
your pop tabs during 

the holidays! 

Pillars of Faith Awards—November 

Joseph Mangan was nominated by Mrs. Ziegelmeyer who noted that 

Joseph often takes advantage of the opportunity to express his faith 

during our school’s morning Communion service.  This freshman is 

also respectful and kind to his teachers and fellow students and is 

quick to greet others with a smile when passing them in the hallway 

throughout the day.   

John Martin was nominated by Mr. Kronholz who he feels exhibits a 

spirit of piety, humility, and kindness.  He never has an unkind word to 

say, and is always respectful to others, showing his living faith in 

Christ.  John frequently attends morning Communion service at EC.  

He is also active in his parish. 

Mr. Vitale notes that in addition to being intellectually bright, Paige 

Miserandino is a spiritual “bright” light at EC.  Not only is Paige in 

chapel every single day, but she was also an integral leader for the 

freshman retreat.  She indeed carries out Catholic doctrine in word 

and deed.   

Ms. Lanzola nominated Josh Horvath, a senior, who she feels has 

grown tremendously in his faith.  He is constantly asking questions, 

wants to learn more about his faith, and invites people into his life who 

can teach him.  He takes advantage of the Sacraments and, as a peer 

minister, served on the retreat team for the sophomores.  He is 

always ready, willing, and able to serve-and draws others into serving 

with him.   

Left to right, Senior Josh Horvath, Junior Paige Miserandino, 

Sophomore John Martin and Freshman Joseph Mangan received the 

Pillar of Faith Award in November. 

Kairos                                                  
Kairos is a retreat experience that is new to Elyria Catholic, 
but tried and true for many years throughout the Diocese of 
Cleveland and beyond.  Kairos is a Greek word loosely 
translated to mean “God’s time.” It is an opportunity to put 
aside the busyness of everyday life to focus on relationships 
with others, yourself, and God.  The deadline to apply is 
Friday January 25, and spots will be filled on a first come, first serve 
basis.  There is also a pre-arranged absence form in this packet. You 
must have this completely filled out before the retreat weekend.  Kairos 
Application Packet 

https://www.facebook.com/wegivecatholic/videos/494578167717034/
https://www.facebook.com/wegivecatholic/videos/494578167717034/
https://elyriacatholic.com/documents/2018/12/Kairos%20Retreat%20Packet.pdf
https://elyriacatholic.com/documents/2018/12/Kairos%20Retreat%20Packet.pdf


9 Panthers Earn               
All-Ohio Honors    

Despite falling short in a nail biter versus the 

Genoa Comets, 42-41, the Panthers lived up 

to their battle cry in 2018, “Wake Up the 

Echoes”.  Nine Panthers earned All-Ohio 

honors, with four players on the first team.  In 

his first year as a high school head coach, 

Brian Fox was named the Division V Coach of 

the Year by the Ohio Prep Sportswriters 

Association.  He also earned Coach of the 

Year honors in the Great lakes conference 

and northeast District in his debut season.  

The echoes of a formidable Panther Football 

program are once again alive and well at EC. 

 pantherpridephotos.org  

http://www.pantherpridephotos.org


Private Family Tours:  Call to arrange a tour today!  440.230.8606 
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Youth Boys Basketball Night 

January 11 
 

Make Up Placement Exam 

January 12 
 

Youth Hockey Night 

January 12 

 

Class of 2023 Scholarship Dinner 

January 13 

 

All County MASS 

January 25 
 

Youth Girls Basketball Night 

January 28 

Chefs in Training 

February 2 

 

Crash the Coliseum 

February 16 
 

Lorain County Catholic Elementary 

School Band Festival 

March 18 
 

Performing Arts Department  

Spring Musical—Mamma Mia! 

March 13, 15, & 16 

March 14 

Daytime performance for Catholic 

elementary schools 
 

Spring Open House 

April 11 

6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 
 

Seventh Grade Experience Day 

May 2 
 

HSTP Class 

May 4 
 

Seventh Grade Experience Day  

May 16 
 

Seventh Grade HSPT Practice Test 

May 18 
 

 

 

Two Basketball Events at EC! 

On December 29 EC will host the 1st Annual Coach Bob 

Guinta Christmas Showcase from 1—7 PM.  Tickets can 

be purchased at the door: $7 adults, $5 seniors & students.  

See full schedule HERE. 

The following week EC is excited to welcome Scholastic 

Play-By-Play Classics to the Coliseum on January 5 and 

6.  The two day event will showcase quite a display of 

talent from Northeast Ohio.  Tickets are $12 for all persons 

4 years of age and older.  Every person will receive a band 

if they would like to reenter. See full schedule HERE . 

https://elyriacatholic.com/documents/2018/12/Bob%20Guinta%20Christmas%20Classic.pdf
https://elyriacatholic.com/documents/2018/12/Scholastic%20Play%20by%20Play%20Classic.pdf
https://elyriacatholic.com/documents/2018/12/Scholastic%20Play%20by%20Play%20Classic.pdf


Thank you to 

everyone who 

supported the            

25 Days of Christmas 

Cash Calendar Raffle 

this year.  We wish to 

thank our sponsors,   

I-90 Nissan and 

Sunnyside Chevrolet.  

Congratulations to 

this year’s winners.  A 

complete list of 

winners is located on 

the home page of 

elyriacatholic.com. 

And the winner 
is….Reno Susi 
CONGRATULATIONS!! 
Thank you to Jason Higgins '92 
from @SunnysideChevy and 
Diehl Belza @I90Nissan who 
came out to pull the winning 
$10,000 ticket on Friday, 
December 14 during the Pep 
Rally.   

We are blessed with amazing family & friends! 

Have you 

seen us?          

Elyria Catholic has 

been advertising 

on billboards in 

Lorain and 

Cuyahoga 

Counties. Let us 

know if you have 

spotted us on your daily drives. Click HERE to let us know where?  Participants will 

be put into a drawing  for an EC Prize. You could be a winner! Last month’s winner 

was Therese Mangen. CONGRATULATIONS! 

https://twitter.com/SunnysideChevy
https://twitter.com/I90Nissan
http://www.elyriacatholic.com/raffle
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdFW9PRMmSM9Wx_CpuMNDMzPuV1Bl4-0MMyidEHswCm8G9fOw/viewform

